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By SANDY ROBERTSON

WHO THE SOVIET SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SHIPS ARE NAMED FOR
in the Stamp issue of 25 December 1979.

VULKANOLOG is a Research/Survey Vessel was built in 1976. Her
length overall is 55.66 meters and her width is 9.53 meters.
Named for the study of Volcanoes.

PROFESSOR BOGOROV - a Research/Survey Vessel. Her length
overall 68.77 meters and her width 12.42 meters.

Named for Bogorov Veniamin Grigorevich (1904-
1971).Bio-oceanologist, DSc (Biological sciences)
(1940), one of the founders of the Institute of Deputy
Director (1946-1961), Head of the Plankton Laboratory
(1961-1971).

ERNST KRENKEL -a Research/Survey Vessel. Her length overall
—=n 100.11 meters and her width 14.81 meters.
"2~ Named for Ernst Teodorovich Krenkel (1903-1971)
A Soviet Arctic explorer, radio operator, and doctor of
geographical sciences (1938). He is best known as one
of the four members of the North Pole-1 expedition, for
which he was awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet
Union in 1938.

KOSMONAVT VLADISLAV VOLKOV -a Research/Survey Vessel.
Her length overall 121.85 meters and her width 16.74 meters.
Named for Vladislav Nikolayevich Volkov (1935 -
1971). A Soviet cosmonaut who flew on the Soyuz

7 and Soyuz 11 missions. The second mission
terminated fatally when Volkov and the two other crew
members were asphyxiated on reentry — they were the
only three people to have died in outer space.

KOSMONAVT YURIY GAGARIN was a Soviet space control-
monitoring ship or Vigilship that was devoted to detecting and receiving
satellite communications. Completed in December 1971 to support

the Soviet space program. Her length overall 230 meters and her width
10 meters.

Named for Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin (1934 - 1968).
A Soviet pilot and cosmonaut who became the first
person to journey into outer space. On Vostok 1,
Gagarin completed one orbit of Earth on 12 April 1961,
with his flight taking 108 minutes. He became an
international celebrity and was awarded many medals
and titles, including the Hero of the Soviet Union.

AKADEMIK KURCHATOV - a Russian oceanographic research vessel.
Commissioned in 1966 it was the first fully designed and built
expeditionary vessel for the Soviet Union.

Named for Igor Vasilyevich Kurchatov (1903 -1960).
A Soviet physicist who played a central role in
organizing and directing the former Soviet program of
nuclear weapons, and has been referred to as "father of
the Russian atomic bomb". He oversaw the quick
development and testing of the first Soviet nuclear
weapon, in the Kazakh SSR in 1949.
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