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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BEAK AND A BILL? 

Not a thing—the words are synonymous. 

Ornithologists tend to use the word “bill” more often than “beak.” 

Some people use ―beak‖ when referring to songbirds with pointed bills, 

and ―bill‖ when discussing birds like ducks with more fleshy beaks.         

However, both words are used in reference to a wide variety of        

species. One important caveat: if you tell that old joke about the duck 

going into the drugstore to buy some chap stick, and the cashier asks 

how he’s going to pay for it and the duck says, “put it on my bill” - 

well, that joke just doesn’t work if you say “beak.” 
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1960. Kelp Geese 
The Kelp Goose (Chloephaga hybrida) is an extremely beautiful 
animal to look at. It is a moderately-sized gorgeous bird. Its males 
and females have different colors, the males being mostly white, 
and the females being mostly dark brown, but they are both 
equally beautiful. It has many other endearing qualities. 

 

American coots have white bill, with a red swelling along the upper 
edge. Their lobed toes make coots powerful swimmers, especially 
in open water with weird feet. Comparable to webbing on a duck's 
foot, the palmate toes help a coot push through the water. On 
land, the lobes fold back when the bird lifts its foot, which        
facilitates walking on a variety of surfaces like mud, grass, and 
even ice  They have a wingspan of 58 to 71 cm. Their feathers are 
dark grey, with a white patch under the tail. 

 
1985. Mallard – Mallards are large ducks with hefty bodies, 
rounded heads, and wide, flat bills. Pair in early winters.  
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