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Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-
1543) was a mathematician and
astronomer who proposed that
the sun was stationary in the

center of the universe and the

earth revolved around it. He

thereby created a concept of a Lo :
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:

of the planets from the sun bore

a direct relationship to the size

of their orbits. At the time

Copernicus’s heliocentric idea
was very controversial;
nevertheless, it was the start of
a change in the way the world
was viewed, and Copernicus
came to be seen as the initiator
of what is commonly known as

the Scientific Revolution.




