The British ‘Machin’ stamps have had a cult following due to their complexity and continuity of issues over 50 years. But

despite what collectors think, they were never issued for them — the stamps were issued for a purpose! The following
shows some examples of uses for the 3p.
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Ralph Allen, 1693-1764, businessman and philan-
thropist. Postmaster of Bath 1713-1764. Mayor
1742, Improved and expanded England’s postal
system by revising ‘bye’ and ‘cross’ posts. Ex-
ploited use of Bath stone for public and domestic
buifding nationally. Built Prior Park.
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