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(Born Diana Frances Spencer; 1 July 1961 – 31 August 1997) was a member of the British royal 

family. She was the first wife of King Charles III (then Prince of Wales) and mother of Princes 

William and Harry. Her activism and glamour made her an international icon, and earned her 

enduring popularity. From the mid-1980s, she became increasingly associated with numerous 

charities. She carried out 191 official engagements in 1988 and 397 in 1991.  

Diana developed an intense interest in serious illnesses and health-related matters outside the 

purview of traditional royal involvement, including AIDS and leprosy. In recognition of her effect as 

a philanthropist, Stephen Lee, director of the UK Institute of Charity Fundraising Managers, said 

"Her overall effect on charity is probably more significant than any other person's in the 20th 

century." On 31 August 1997, Diana died in a car crash in the Pont de l'Alma tunnel in Paris while 

the driver was fleeing the paparazzi. 


