Expioring Cioci&cowers of ]nciia through a Fiﬂiatciic Journcg,
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|n ancient |ndia, various inciigenous devices were used to measure time, such as the (Ghatika Yantra, also known as the sini<ing~i)owi type of water clock. T his device consisted of a i'iemispi'iericai bowl with an aperture at the
iaottom, which floated on the surface of waterin a iarger basin. Wi’l@ﬂ the Mugi'ials arrived in ]nciia, ti‘reg adapted the system of timci«eeping, as evidenced i)g Mugi'iai miniatures, such as one cicPicting birth of Akijar where his
father Humagun is shown with astroiogers consulting water-clock and ring~ciiais. The obscrvatorg built by ai 5ingi‘| in Jaipur also featured a chamber designatcci for a water clock and gong, called the gi‘ra&igéiaki-iéné (Piace for
water clock and gong) Witi'i the arrival of Europeans in ]ndia, sPcciicicaiiy the For’cugucse, mechanical clocks were introduced. Ti’l@ Ci’lUFCi‘l of 5’:. rancis at [Tort Koci'ii, builtin 151 6,is the oldest known monument in ]nciia with

a clock tower. Ovcr time, clock towers sPrcaci to other towns in the country. Ti’iis essay expiores the iﬁistorg of clock towers in lndia ’ci‘lrougi'i a Pi’iiiatelicjourneg.
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T he oldest monument with a clock tower in |ndia that is featured on a postage
stamp is St. Andrew's (Church in Chennai, builtin 1821 to serve the Scottish
community and commonig referred to as the "Klirk." T he church's turret clock

was manufactured i)g Ti'iwaites & Kceci, a company based in Cieri(cnweii.
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The Kajabai Clock T ower at the Univcrsitg of Mumbai, ciesigneci 135 Sir George
Gilbert Scott in a similar stﬂie as the Big Ben, took nine years to construct
(1869-1878). T he tower was financed bg businessman Premchand Kogci'ianci, the
founder of the Nativc Si'iarc & S’cock Broi«frs Association, now known as the
Bom533 Stock Exchangc, and was named after his mother, Rajabai.
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Ti"lC time-ball tower is a rare and obsolete maritime method of timekcep~
ing, used to assist navigators on ships in vcriicging the time. Tiwc time-ball
buiiding at the Mumbai For"c T rust, called the Ghadiyai Gacii, was built in
1891.
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Ti’]C Lawrence Sci'iooi in Lovcciaie was estab- Q4) mﬁmmmm: 3
lished in 1858 in honor of Sir Henrg | awrence, g
who served as the Pritish Resident at | ahore,
Rajputana, and later as the (Chief (Commissioner of
QOudh. T he school, built in the colonial styic with

red bricks, features turrets, cornices, a chapel, and

a towering clock tower, as well as rooms wit i'iigi'i
ceiiings and iarge wooden doors, reminiscent of a
i 9th century Engiisi'i viiiagc. T he turret clock at
the school was manufactured by Messrs. JB
Jogce of Whitchurch, Engiand

ayo Coiiegc, one of |ndia’s oldest all-boys iDoarciing schools, was estab-
lished in 1 875 and named after Richard Bourke, the 6th [T arl of Mago, who
served as Vicerog of |ndiafrom 1869 to 1872. ] he school was established
with the goai of Proviciing a similar education to that of [~ ton Coiicge in
Engianci for the sons of [ndia’s Princeig states and was cicsigncci in the

Jndo-Saracenic stgie bg Ma}'or (Charles Mant.
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The Kamla T owerin Kanpur,
built in the ]taiianate stgle in19%4,
was commissioned i)g Kamlapat

Singiﬁania, the owner owCJK

]nciustrics.

Tiic lndian /\gricuiturai Rescarciﬁ lnstitu’cc (]ARD
was established in Delhiin 1936 and was inaugurat-
ed i)y the \/icerog, the Marquess of Liniiti*igow. Ti"lC
institute was shifted from Bihar. | he iconic clock
tower at the institute's iibrarg was named the Prof.
M.S. Swaminathan Lii)rary in 2016 in honor of the
scientist known as the "[Tather of the (Green Revolu-
e, tion in Jndia.

07
J \|||\\\\\\\\ntt\ttcuunlcu
4 HRefla Ff sefHem dera 1y

e | INDIAN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE IND?E
¥ it ks 5

—

R

100350

ER "R e LA A E AR A AR ANANE

DL L LL L PP

Few (Cancellations featurin
clocktowers of [ndia are shown

here.




