
A Prize Agent, A Naturalist, and A Navy Captain: A Penny Black Story
By Michael L. Wilson (mwilson34407@gmail.com)

I acquired this item in January 2022. The seller accurately described it 
– “GB #1 VF on folded letter tied by red Maltese Cross cancel” – but 
its contents are much more fascinating. 

The stamp is position “BH” from Plate 7, which 
was registered on July 8, 1840. This is one of 
more than 8.1 million “Penny Blacks” printed 
from that plate.

The letter was posted from Swansea, Wales on August 4, 1840, and 
arrived in London on August 6, 1840. It likely traveled by Mail 
Coach.

The identities of the writer, recipient, and subject are what make this folder letter so intriguing. 
The three individuals touched not only the history of Great Britain but the United States as well.

This is what makes stamp collecting so enjoyable to me. It’s not just about collecting small pieces 
of paper stuck to envelopes. It’s learning about the lives of the people who stuck those small 

pieces of paper on their correspondence.  

The Recipient

The Writer

The Subject: “Our Late Friend.” Mr. 
Dillwyn was the executor of Captain 

Hickey’s will and Mr. Hinxman was the 
deceased’s financial manager.

See this link for more: https://www.mypostalhistory.com/post/a-naturalist-a-lawyer-and-a-navy-captain-a-penny-black-story-from-1840 
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