
The Golden Hat of Schifferstadt, a Bronze 
Age artefact, was discovered in April 1835 
in a field near Schifferstadt in southwestern 
Germany, then the Kingdom of Bavaria.

It was found bur-
ied about 2 feet 
deep and filled 
with a loose mix-
ture of earth and 
ash while sitting 
on top of a clay block. It was most likely used as the exterior cover of a hat or head-
ress, probably for the ceremonial purposes of a Sun Cult priesthood. Three other 
golden hats have since been discovered but this is the oldest.
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Postage meter machine cancel with illustration in slug area
16 April 1984, 50 pfennig (domestic single weight letter rate)

Commemorative hand cancel
depicting the Golden Hat

Post office official service use of illustrated hand cancel, zip code 6707
Schifferstadt to Erlangen, Germany, 12 September 1977

Nassau to Köln (Cologne), Germany, 16 March 1977
50 pfennig domestic letter rate plus 1.40 marks registry fee It is displayed in the Speyer Historical Museum.

The hat is in the shape of a tall cone, approximately 2.5 feet high 
and 7 inches wide, with a flat brim, made of a 350 gram thin 
sheet of gold and decorated by rows of horizontal symbols.

Commemorative issue for Golden Hat discovery
‘X’ - demonitized (waste) by the post office after

filling of orders for canceled to order stamps
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