THEBIGBENOF LONDON

[ I ) The Big Ben is one such buiHing that tru|3
cncapsulates the spirit of the citg. Whether it is an
important event taking lacein | ondon, ora reference
to the Kogaltg orthe (Government of UK, the sgmbo|
of the Big Benis included in the imagery. So, while
[Haiti (1968) and Gibraltar (201 5) included it in its
Churcl’:fn issues, Nicaragua in their Margaret
Tl’uatchcr stamp (1995) and Mongo|ia in its Roga|
chc{ing issue of Frince aniam & Catl‘xcrinc
Mid&leton (2o11). Or even when Niger wanted to
show g|obal cooPeration in Covid vaccination (2021).
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. 2 ' When the tower was being constructed in
i 844, designs for its clock were submitted }33 three
firms: \/u”iamg, Whitehurst of Derbg and E_J Dent
of the Strand, London. ]n

order to decide the best firm, the Astronomer Kogal
in 1851 engaged the famous l’loro|ogist Sir F dmund
Beckett Denison (1816-1905). Bg that time, White-
hurst had died and the designs of \/u”iamg was re_ject~
ed, and E_J Dent was chosen on the condition that
the designs were to be made bg Denison and execut-
ed }33 Dent. The design criteria were to keeP the
accuracy below one minute per week and the first
strike of the l’lourlg gong was to commence within a
second of true time. 53 the time the clock was manu-
factured and installed in the towerin 1859, E_J Dent

had died, and it was his son who saw the Project
fulfilled.

‘ 3 l The tower is 40 square feet, and the clock
dials are 2% feet in diameter and 180 feet above the
ground. Thc 9~1Ccet Iong hour hands are of gun~mcta|
while the 14-feet |ong minute hands are of hollow
copper tubes. lts Pcndulum is of two-second sweep
and 1 §~1Ccct long. Tlﬂis was the clock where Dcnison
invented the double threchggcd gravit3 cscapcmcnt

l Jts giant bell weighing 1% tons and 11 cwt, is
called the Big Ben || because the original bell cracked
after few weeks of oPeration. Tl']e rePlacement bell
too deveIoPec{ a crack due to inhomogeneous casting,
so was so turned that the hammer struck a different

Point of the bell.

i) Four smaller bells are emPlogecl to P]ag the
Westminster or Cambric‘gc chimes. |t is said that this
specific me]od3 requiring four bells was comPosccl in
1780 bg William Crotch (1775-1847) for a new clock
in St Marg the Gireat, the Urn'versitg Cl‘lurcl‘x in
Cambridge. Jt is also credited to Crotch’s music
Proltessor Dr Jo!‘m Kanc{a” (T 715-1 799) or Progcs~
sor Dr Joscph Jowe’ct‘ Tlﬂc chime was acloptccl }33
Denison for the Big Ben and since then it is one of
the most commonly used chimes in tower clocks.
During the WW”, the 5% Ben’s chimes were used
}35 BB to Preccdc its news bulletins — scnc{ing out

areassurance that Lonc{on still stood undefeated
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l/s ) The lightsjus’c above the clock face called
the Agrton lights installedin 1885 are still lit whenever
the Parliament sits after dark. Can you see the Iights

litin the Dominican MS (1980)?




