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Indian Temples- Significance and Meaning

Temples as we all know is the main place of worship for majority of the Indian Population.
The significance of the temple is that the various portions in the temple signify the various
parts of human body. The human body is the dwelling for the spirit of God (Antarayamin). The
structure of the temple is the physical body (sthoola Sarira). Its presence highlights the
importance of the divine in the world. The Main entrance and the portion thereof or Prakaram
is the body of the Lord. As a mark of respect one leaves their footwear far from the entrance
to pay their respect while entering itself. The various portions so named represent the parts
of the human body namely Garbhagriha is head, Inner Parikrama is the face, Wall outside |1 Bhagavad Gita, 'Lofd Krishna
parikrama is the chest, Namaskara Mandapa is the neck and Balimantapa is waist and the says that _"Idam S'fnr?m k?“ntwa
main entrance.with.Gonuram.is.the. feet. The temple symbolizes the human physical form. ksetram ity abhidhiyate”. This

Temples and Human Body - Symbolism

body is a temple.
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