Philately & International Mail Order Fraud
Mae Edna Wilder and the New York Institute of Science of Rochester, NY

At the beginning of the 20" century a group of American Fraudsters used the efficient international mails to promote
schemes to defraud the public. One of the most successful was E. Virgil Neal, aka Xenophon la Motte Sage, who created
The New York Institute of Science. It sold a home study course in hypnotism and magnetism with outrageous claims as
to what it could do for one’s wellbeing. The course was an exceptional success, and other mail order fraud scams were
created. Among them were the Cartilage Company, The Okala Company and The Institute for Radiopathy. Wanting
scams specifically designed for women, Mae Edna Wilder, who began as a clerk in the mail room, was given this
responsibility. She came up with a program to increase bust size, remove fat and improve the skin, all aimed at the

female market and detailed herein.

How I
Developed

' My Bust

and Removed
My Wrinkles .

r HOW A FAT GIRL BECAME THIN

Fleshy people are intensely interested in the wonderful story
of how Mae l‘_ 2 Wilder, the fleshy girl, became thin in a few
weeks, at her own home, without the knowledge of her most
intimate friends. She was well known in her community, and
a short time ago her friends were all startled at the rapidity
with which Her superfluous flesh began to disappear. So many
of them made inquiries in regard to it that newspaper report-
ers became interested and began to write stories of a wonder-
ful discovery which she had made. In a short time she began
to receive letters from all parts of the country making mquxr
ies regarding it. She was finally forced to write a book -
cribing her wnndcr!ul system, and she will be pleased to send
to any one interested, this book free, which tells how ‘she be-
came thin in a few weeks. Her method rl treatment is entirely
different from anything ever before us for this purpose.

[here is nothing to take internally, no dmmg or exercising is

used. Y \len\nlnteuu like, drink what you like, still your
superfluous flesh rapidly disappears. Many others who have
been following her system report even more wonderful results
tha \n ~hanmuned Some report a loss of from ten to twenty
po oF weeks Othere have bad their double ‘chins com,
pletely removed in three weeks, and if you \ish fo know all about the treatment and its wonderful
possibilities, write today for a copy of her free book, and it will be sent to any address, postage paid.

By
MAE EDNA WILDER
ROCHESTER, N. ¥.

Ve

Address Mae Edna W Illl(‘l' Dept. 120 H. Rochester, N, Y.

Advertising booklet for a program in Bust
Development and Wrinkle Removal devel-
oped by Mae Edna Wilder, along with an ad
for her program for fat control. Also, a
picture of the most fashionable Mae Edna
Wilder along with expert testimonials on the
validity and success of her programs.
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Testimonial of a Well-Known Chemist
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Il lensee, l«lnn

Dear Mapam :—I1 hereby d
fe i

ontain noth

h, and your cc
for the purpos:
intended.
Sincerely,
Dr !1\\~ SCHNFEIDER,
*falzburgerstr
I'\l‘n W
rD £F o RSET ) A Letter from a Physicia
45 ) i L
{ t‘ i ? ' Ve ]Ir)L\(”fI\H(ll‘ vr/nhl\
& T & ’ H Jerli
L 1?-’-'.}“) Yy [ iMET! iz, : DEAR MADAM i—
"4‘2‘" bz L1000 o= for my sister, Mr
. of your \.,Jmlﬁ d.
A AW/ 2 Dr. Gratzer,
C' ﬂ/Q,L d/V\/a/ v oW Scheuerlstr 21
\lxmw rg
a
S_ka W High
~) 5 - = — " e .
—~ el i i i 2 g
ﬁyw .

——

S RS S -'-L.-- - /"\4-:_"2:1&.
CAH : b wt‘}zﬁ\‘ o {,§§

(J

_¢wwmﬂ? AT IR O TR,
1'!!:.:“ RN R

Letters to Mae Edna Wilder franked at 1p
from Wellington, New South Wales and
Melbourne, Australia in lieu of the 2%d rate,
with rare 30c local due handstamps, and
Rochester arrival handstamps indicating that
6¢ was due for each letter. Since these
letters were unregistered, they were
probably requests for free booklets, as
above, for her wvarious programs.
edjjg@alum.mit.edu
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