Philately & International Mail Order Fraud
Dr James W Peebles and W Thompson Bobo and the Dr Peebles Institute of Health

At the beginning of the 20" century a group of American Fraudsters used the efficient international mails to promote
schemes to defraud the public. Among the most successful and Americentric was the Dr Peebles Institute of Health of
Battle Creek, Michigan. The scam was simple: clients would write with a description of their ills, and the Institute would
provide prescriptions at $5 each, about $50-$100 in today’s purchasing power, guaranteed to cure their ailments. In
fact, the prescriptions contained nothing beyond water, ethanol and simple inorganic salts. The fraud began in 1900,
with Dr Bobo taking full control on Dr Peebles death in 1922, and ended in 1935 the year after Dr Bobo took his own life.
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DR. PEEBLES' INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

Department 57, BATTLE CREEK, MICH.
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