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Since 1849, the Swiss 
Post Office has been  

delivering not just mail  
& parcels,  

but also people! 
 

 
 

To announce that a 
postal coach was coming, 

especially in the moun-
tains, a “Posthorn” was 

used. 
 

 
 

Today, the horse-drawn 
coach has been  

replaced by motor 
coaches. 

 
 

 
The Posthorn is still used as 

a symbol by Swiss Postal 
Service and is shown here 
with a modern post office 

bus.                        
 

 
Post Office Bus tickets can be purchased either at the bus stop  
(if there is a post office there) or on the bus.   Up until recently, 

many of the bus tickets were made of cardboard and showed the 
names of the destination and the origination point.  If purchased at 
the post office, the tickets also may have been validated by being 
postmarked on the back (with a nice pictorial cancel in this case). 

 
The slip of paper (at top right) was used for obtaining special ticket pricing and is postmarked at 

the town of purchase. 
 

The title of this exhibit is 
the sound of the post office 

bus horn as the driver signals 
oncoming traffic in the narrow 

Swiss mountain roads.                 
 

Tickets with a “white” half  
indicate half-price or  

children’s tickets. 
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