
Peter Mitterhofer:  
The Man Who Almost Invented the Commercial Typewriter  

Peter Mitterhofer was born in 1822 in the South Tyrolean village of Parchines, about 100 miles southwest of 
Innsbruck, Austria. A carpenter like his father, he loved inventing tools. Mitterhofer’s tinkering resulted in 
five typewriter prototypes from 1864 to 1869. The first three models were constructed of wood.  

 

Later typewriter models by Mitterhofer included metal components, upper and lowercase lettering and a plat-
en. Mitterhofer sold his final prototype to Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph I, but no other support from the 
monarch was forthcoming. Without funding or appreciation of the magnitude of his invention, Mitterhofer 
abandoned his efforts. Just five years later, American Christopher Latham Sholes would create a typewriter 
that would become known to the world as the Remington Model 1.  
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