U.S. Triangle Stamps

Tim Bergquist

The United States Postal Service (USPS) has only issued three triangle-shaped stamps. The first two
stamps were for the Pacific ‘97 stamp exhibition in San Francisco, California while the third one was for
the 400" anniversary of the founding of Jamestown, Virginia. The stamps were issued in an unusual
arrangement with four stamps in a block, shown here along with the single stamps. All three stamps are
the same size. Triangle shaped stamps are a very popular format and hundreds of them have been issued,
especially among African and Middle Eastern countries, the first such stamp having been issued in 1853.

The Pacific 97 stamps (Scott #3130 and 3131) were issued on
March 13, 1997 in New York, New York to publicize the
Pacific ‘97 stamp exhibition in San Francisco. Scott #3130
shows the clipper ship Richard S. Ely while Scott #3131 shows
a stagecoach, two of the main 19"-century forms of
transportation associated with the San Francisco area. The
vignettes are centered within ornamented frames reminiscent
of classic engraved stamps.

The Settlement of Jamestown stamp (Scott #4136)
was issued on May 14, 2007 in Jamestown, Virginia.
The triangle stamp shows the three ships, Susan
Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery that brought
English colonists to America in 1607. Calling their
settlement Jamestown, after England's King James
[, the colonists founded the first permanent
settlement in the new world. The stamp
commemorates Jamestown's 400th anniversary and
honors the colony's first triangular-shaped fort.
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