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Penny Black & Two Pence Blue
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Penny Red & Two Pence Blue
(1841) – even light cancell mark is visible
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Invention of adhesive postage stamp
by Michael Kogan, admin@paleophilatelie.eu

In 1830s the Post Service of Great 
Britain was slow, inefficient, 
expensive and the charges were 
complex. Some letters delivered
for free, others have to pay high 
price based on the distance and 
number of sheets in the letter. 
People used cross-writting to save 
the postage. In most of the cases, 
receiver was asked to pay for the
letter.

As result of the Postal Reform, in 
1840  adhesive postage stamps 
were invented and letters get
charged per weight.

Due to the problem with the
stamps reuse the cancellation
mark colour changed from red to
black in the middle of 1840.

In 1841 the Black stamp was 
replaced by the Red and white
line was added to the Blue stamp.

The ink was made fugitive by the
addition of prussiate of potash. It
caused bluish reverse side after 

wetting.

In 1854 Penny Red was the first
stamp produced perforated
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Paid, Unpaid
and Free 
delivery covers
(1833, 1828, 
1838)
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Very expensive postage
rate: 2 Shilling and 2.5 
Pence or 26.50 Pence  -
equal to the daily wages
of a labour in 1833

The „Ivory Head“ is visible on Penny Red
and Two Pence Blue stamps issued in 
1841
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