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THE RISE & FALL OF FIELD MARSHAL EDWARD RYDZ-SMIGLY

THE RISE

As he rose to
prominence this
commemorative
envelope was
issued.

Envelope date
stamped at the
Main Postal
Material
Depository at
Warsaw on
July 26, 1937.

The red seal is

LOTNICZA 3 the official
! hand stamp
PAR AVION (o e
depository.
WZOR = Proof.

P. P. T.T. (VI-1937) 1.000.000.
Lotniczy list pocztowy.

The First Pre-stamped Polish Air Envelope

Postal emissions are often created to commemorate an event or person of significance. That is the
case with this air envelope which Poland issued on August 6, 1937. It honored the Field Marshall who
was an admired public figure in Poland. He had an exemplary reputation as an army commander in
World War I and during the Polish-Soviet War in 1920. He was appointed Commander-in-Chief and
Inspector General of the Polish Armed Forces following the death of Marshal Jozef Pilsudski in 1935.
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After Poland’s i gl A
defeat in World | oty
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reputation was Ko;werfowai:_.&d@e-
greatly ‘ 7 :

diminished.
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image on air u M Lo, WW :
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envelopes was
obliterated with
black bars.

Envelope from

Ministry of LOTNICZA
National
Defense to PAR AVION
Ministry of
Industry.

TAJNE = Secret P. P. T. T. (VI-1937) 1.000.000.

Lotniczy list pocztowy.
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