The USS Lagarto was built by the Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company of Manitowoc, Wisconsin
and commissioned on October 14, 1944 after undergoing sea trials on Lake Michigan. The vessel was
sailed down the Chicago, lllinois and Mississippi Rivers to the naval base at New Orleans then received
orders to report to Pearl Harbor for war patrols. On its second outing the sub was assigned to patrol for
Japanese shipping in the Gulf of Siam. On or about May 3, 1945 all further contact with the boat was
lost and a post-war review of Japanese naval records, indicated the Japanese escort, Hatbutaka, had
engaged a hostile submarine in the area where the Lagarto was on patrol. For the next approximately 65
years the sub was classified as lost by the United States Navy. On board was SM1 Bill Mabin who only
recently had married Margy Miles, and were expecting their first child when the Lagarto was sent off to
war. Their child was named Nancy and in her adult years she would lead the search to uncover the fate
of her father’s sub but it wasn’t until 2006 when a private diving firm uncovered the remains of the
Lagarto. Nancy went on to write a history about her struggle to obtain the proper recognition, from the
United States Navy, that the crew of her father’s boat deserved. That story is told in the book The Lost
Submarine — A True Story of Love and War by Nancy Kenney.

Below is an Admiral Byrd Chapter of the Universal Ship Cancelation Society cachet issued on the
sixtieth anniversary of the sinking of the USS Lagarto and canceled at the site of the boat’s construction
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Also, of interest the cachet shows the sub’s patch as made by the crew. The
stamp is the Purple Heart Medal issued by the United States Postal Service in May of 2003 to honor the
bravery and sacrifice of service men and women.

USS LAGARTO SS-37)
On 3 May 1945 the Japanese minelayer HATSU-
TAKA, believed to be one of the two-radar equipped
escorts of a convoy under attack by L4GARTO and
BAY¥A conducted an antisubmarine attack. BAYA,
after conducing an additional prolonged but unsuc-
cessful attack, was unable to contact LAGARTO.
HATSUTAKA s attack is presumed to be the one

that caused the loss of this boat and 86 men.
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