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"Rani Durgavati, the descendantorme

3 handetla dynasty of Manobar; queeH or e T
kingdom of Garha-Katanga, took on the might of the Mughal Empire with great courage and leadership. Gond
tribe is a prominent tribe in central india known for their rich cultural heritage and resilience. Rani Durgavati, like
many other women of her times, chose to embrace death rather than falling into the hands of the enemy. Itis
said that since she was bomn on the festival of Durgashtami, her parents named her Durgavati, after the fierce
Hindu goddess Durga. She proved to be a human embodiment of the deity. She is remembered today for her
sacxifices and as a defender of her culture and a symbol of pride and honour.

King Mallasarja (1782-1816 A.D.) brought great fame to Kittur. Queen Channamma, his second wife, took on
the reins of administration after the death of Shivalinga Rudrasarja, the last king. The British began to interfere
in Kittur’s administration after Shivalinga's death in 1824. Collector Thackeray's rude conduct ard seizure of the
treasury sparked Queen Channamma’s defiance. On October 23, 1824, in a historic battle, her forces defeated
the British, resulting in Thackeray’s death at the hands of Amatur Balappa, a brave bodyguard. However,
following negotiations that failed, the British launched a massive attack on Kittur on December 3, 1824. After
three days of fierce fighting, the Kittur army was betrayed and ultimately defeated. Queen Channamma was
captured and imprisoned at Bailahongal Fort, where she passed away on February 2, 1829. Her indomitable

spirit and resistance made her a pioneering figure in India's struggle for independence, eaming her the title “Pole
Star of Indian Independence
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Unsung Brave Woman of India

RANI ABBAKKA DEVI

Rani Abbakka was well known for her war tactics, state craft,
| governance and justice. It is a matter of great pride that this

extraordinary brave woman belongs to Kamataka's Tuluva soil.

Despite being the queen of a small province like Ullala, she had the

courage to fightand defeat the Portugese. Henceitis anly apt to say
- thatthis brave heart was one of the earliestindian freedom fighters
| to fight against the European powers. She was an immensely
| popular queen and even today, she is a part of folklare. Her story
| has been tetold to generation after generation thraugh folk songs,
! folktheatres and local ritual dances.
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