Wisconsin & the Typewriter

By Michele M. Bresso, PhD

Milwaukee is forever tied to an invention that changed world
communication thanks to local resident, engineer, newspaper
editor, and inventor Christopher Latham Sholes. Sholes and
partners perfected a typewriting machine. After 30 experimental
models, their “Type Writer” was granted a patent in 1868.

The QWERTY Keyboard

Above:
Scott 279a,
1898,
precancel.
Far right:
Singapore
Greetings,
2021, Great
Britain, 2008,
Machin and
cinderella from
James Bond
Prestige Booklet
Pane

’smmmns

hello [

ssEEpssssssssanse

Sholes is also responsible for the QWERTY keyboard, named for
the six keys, left to right, on the top row of letters. His overall
key placement separated frequently used letter combos so the
typewriter’s hammers would not jam during rapid typing. Early
typewriter font was only upper case, as shown below.

Christopher Latham Sholes featured on
modern trade card: History of the
U. S.-Inventors and Inventions.

Product for People
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Sholes sold the typewriter rights to firearms and 5(7 Fnsce.

sewing machine manufacturer Remington and S, (“(”1«1 A
Sons. Adept at producing products in quantity, the FRELKK
company launched the Remington Model 1 type- _';-"z‘ L-Ui""’("

writer. Soon, typewriters appeared in offices
around the world.
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Above: San Francisco 1885 cover, delivered to Chicago via Rail-Way
ks - S Mail Service. Scott 210 tied with duplex fancy cancel. Below: Postcard
. REMINGTON 7 : ] : published by Empire Art Company, Chicago, between 1907 and 1915.
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Above [-r: Remington labels in English and Hungarian.
Below: Turkey Scott B87, 1935, semi-postal honoring
12th Congress of the Women’s International Alliance in
Istanbul (first appearance of a typewriter on a stamp).
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Institutions like Wisconsin’s Capital SUrFRAGISTE
City Commercial College offered sy
typing classes to career-minded in- g
dividuals. Typewriters drove the rise
of women workers in the business
setting. More typewriter-fueled
communication innovations
followed thanks to Wisconsin's

typewriter inventor! < OB~
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