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The 1964 Sierra Leone World’s Fair Commemorative Issue - a Harbinger of the Rise of Self-Adhesive 
Stamps (Frank Slack) 

The purpose of this exhibit is to show how the 
innovative designs and adhesives of the 1964 
Sierra Leone World’s Fair commemorative 
heralded the modern era of stamps. On 
February 10th, 1964, Sierra Leone issued the 
world’s first free-form, self-adhesive stamps 
commemorating the New York World’s Fair. 
The stamps were printed in the United 
Kingdom by combined thermography and 
lithography by Walsall Lithographic Co. Ltd 
(later Walsall Security Printing) on paper 
produced by Samuel Jones and Company (later 
Wiggins Teape Group). The issue featured 7 
mail self-adhesive stamps (on green backing 
paper) and 7 airmail self-adhesive stamps (on 
yellow backing paper), shown to the left and 
below on a first day cover.  The stamps were 
produced as self-adhesives for a legitimate 
reason, namely, to prevent the occurrence of 
regular gum sticking and curling in a humid 
climate. While the New York Times 
proclaimed their novelty in a February 16th, 
1964, article, the stamps were initially maligned 
by critics and collectors for their extreme 

appearance and gimmicky nature. In hindsight, 
these pioneering stamps were the forerunners 
for the current boom in self-adhesive stamps 

produced around the world and deserve to be recognized for the 
technological advances they ushered. Every Sierra Leone stamp 
for the next 10 years was produced self-adhesive (illustrated on 
the postcard (to the left) sent from Sierra Leone by Walsall), with 
new adoptees being added through the 1970’s and 80’s. By the 
90’s, most US stamps were self-adhesive. The USPS 
announcement in 2020 that all future US stamps would be printed 
self-adhesive came 56 years after the Sierra Leone issue of 1964. 
In 2024, we celebrated the 60th anniversary of self-adhesive 
stamps and the technological advances they piloted. 


