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The Touro Synagogue,
Congregation Jeshuat
Israel, was built in
1763 in Newport,
Rhode Island. It is the
oldest synagogue
building still standing
in the United States.
In 1946 it was de-
clared a National His-
toric Site.

Touro Synagogue
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND
& Oldest Synagogue In America

The Synagogue was built by Sephardic Jews from Restoration of antique chandelier and

Spain and Portugal who fled the Inquisition and ceremonial objects used on the Torah

settled first in the Caribbean before emigrating to in 2005 and 2006. Restoration done by

the U.S. In Rhode Island, they found the religious a Newport based restoration company,

freedom they wanted. Newmans Ltd.

ABRAHAM TOURO
(1777-1822)
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. .. . George Washington visited Newport and subsequently wrote a
Isaac Touro was the first spiritual leader of the Congregation. & & P 9 v

He and his sons, Judah and Abraham donated $10,000 ($340,000
in today’s dollar terms) for the upkeep of the Synagogue and

letter to the Congregation. Part of the letter is printed on the
stamp. “To bigotry, no sanction. To persecution, no assistance.”

the cemetery.




