By Sandy Robertson.

The term "teddy bear," used to describe a stuffed toy bear, originated in 1902 during Theodore
Roosevelt's presidency. Although he was born in New York City, Roosevelt developed a strong affinity for
nature, the outdoors and exercising "strenuously.” Throughout his life, Roosevelt was a hunting
enthusiast. During a hunt in Mississippi in 1902, Roosevelt was unable to find a bear to shoot. Some of his
companions finally found an old sickly bear and tied it to a tree for Roosevelt to kill. Roosevelt's refusal to
kill the bear as he said it was unsportsmanlike (though he had his aides subsequently put it down) was
caricatured by Clifford K. Berryman in a 16 November 1902 political cartoon in the Washington Post.

The cartoon inspired Russian-Jewish immigrant Morris Michtom, who ran a candy shop by day
and created stuffed animals by night. He crafted a small stuffed bear cub and sent it to

_ President Roosevelt asking permission to use his name.With Roosevelt's approval, Michtom
placed one of these bears in his shop window with a sign calling it “Teddy’s Bear.” The bears
were an instant success and he quickly founded the Ideal Novelty and Toy Company.

Perhaps the most famous of the Teddy Bears is Winnie the Pooh, created by

A.A. Milne for a collection of stories in 1926. Pooh remains popular with children as the
subject of several movies, cartoons, toys, clothing, on many stamps, and more.

Other famous Teddy Bears include Teddy Ruxpin, Rupert Bear, and Paddington.

Wisic-the-Pooh
Thoe bear of shr Clitlad

.....................

Inspired by the Toy Teddy Bears "The Teddy Bears' Picnic" is a song consisting of a melody written in
1907 by American composer John Walter Bratton, and lyrics added in 1932 by Irish songwriter Jimmy
Kennedy. The first recording of the piece was by the Edison Symphony Orchestra, made at Edison
Records' "New York Recording Department" studio, 79 Fifth Avenue, New York City, in November 1907
and was released as Edison two-minute cylinder 9777 in March 1908, The first vocal version was
recorded in 1932 on BBC Radio by Henry Hall with his BBC Orchestra, with Val Rosing singing Kennedy's
lyrics. The song has subsequently been recorded by numerous notable artists, including: Rosemary
Clooney, and Bing Crosby.

The 1932 Henry Hall recording was of especially good quality with a large tonal range. It was used for more
than 30 years by BBC audio engineers (up until the early 1960s) to aurally assess the frequency response
of audio equipment. Hear the recording here:- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZANKFxrcKU

If you go down in the woods today, you're sure of a big surprise.
If you go down in the woods today, you'd better go in disguise.
For every bear that ever there was

Will gather there for certain because

Today's the day the teddy bears have their picnic.

Picnic time for teddy bears.

The little teddy bears are having a lovely time today.
Watch them, catch them unawares,

And see them picnic on their holiday.




