Singapore’s Merlion Mascot

by Marci Jarvis (marcil 00@aol.com)

Half fish, half lion—the fictional Merlion is the official mascot of Singapore.

Singapore's Tourism Board created the Mer- + "Lion" points to "Lion City."
lion idea in 1964. Australian artist, James Mar- In Malay, "Singa" for Lion
tin, sculpted it as a fountain. and "Pura" for city.

The Merlion is a

5‘?‘ sports mascot.
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"Mer" means the sea,
symbolizing Singapore’s
origin as afishing village...
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Souvenir sheet, reduced 25%

Merlion patch, Joint issues with
Made of glass reinforced cement covered with reduced 25% foreign countries
porcelain plates, the Merlion's eyes are red tea- depict the Merlion.
cups. First Merlion erected was 28 feet tall. Five -~ prereeeesor "

smaller versions are in surrounding areas.
Sir Thomas Stamford
Bingley Raffles (1781-
{ 1826), a British colonial of-
{ ficial, is credited for the
1 founding of contemporary
Singapore. How could he
have imagined the tourism!
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One example:
France 2017

Aerogram ca. 2000s; reduced 50% Guarding the harbor at Merlion Park, the

mythical creature is illuminated after dark.
Highly stylized versions of the Merlion are ¥

on stamps and seen throughout Singapore. —
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Booklet of five Merlion motifs.
One example shown. Booklet
cover reduced 33%.

Maximum card: postcard, pictorial postmark and a 1st local label with a
tiny Merlion, reduced by 33%




