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The story of Athena and Poseidon’s contest is

one of the founding myths of ancient Athens

at the time King Cecrops that ruled the city,
was named Cecropia. Because the city had not
a patron-God it was decided to be named after
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an Olympian God that offered the city a

valuable gift. The two contestants Goddess
Athena and God Poseidon met on the sacred
hill of the Acropolis with all the Olympian
gods, and the people of Athens gathered to
witness the contest.

ﬁ)seidon, god of Sh

offered seawater to the city
whilst Athena offered as a
gift an olive tree. King
Cecrops proclaimed Athena
the winner of the
competition and the
goddess of wisdom gave
her name to the city, which
was hence called Athens.

The Olive Tree and the oil
products became vital for
the prosperity of Athens

\and its citizens. /
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