America’s 2nd KFC

Sanders Court and Cafe in Asheville, NC

It's the late-1930s in America. Automobile ownership is growing,
highways are improving, and thousands of people are hitting the
open road!

Colonel Harland Sanders had already made a name for himself
by the time he opened the Sanders Café in Corbin, KY, in 1937.
With business booming, he expanded to a second location.

Sanders Court and Cafe opened on August 13, 1939 in Asheville,
NC, as one of the town's first modern motels with around 50 guest

Sander’s Count

CORBIN, KY.
HARLAND SANDERS, Owner - Mgr.

Offer complete accommodations. with tile baths,
(abundance of hot water), carpeted floors, ‘‘Per-
fect Sleeper’ beds, air conditioned, steam
heated, radio in every room, open all year,
serving excellent food.
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SANIDERS COURT & CAFE

CORBIN KENTUCKY

At Asheville, N.C.
5 Miles North
At Junct. U. S. 25, 70, 19 and 23

ASHEVILLE, N. C. 148% PLACE
ONE CENT
STAMP
HERE

Corbin, Ky.
Junct. U. S. 25, 25E and 25W
32 Rooms — 32 Baths

By Sarah Giavedoni

rooms. In 1940, a fire destroyed the flagship restaurant in Corbin—
making Asheville Sanders’ only restaurant location for several
months before the Corbin business reopened on July 4, 1940!

Local historians claim that it was in Asheville in 1940 that the
Colonel perfected his original recipe of “11 herbs and spices”.

Unfortunately, after the U.S. entered WWII, gasoline rationing
decreased tourism, and Colonel Sanders had no choice but to
close the Asheville cafe and motor court in 1942.

Fried Chicken Stamps

Scale 100%.

Poultry Industry Centennial

There could be no fast food fried chicken without
the chicken industry. Issued in 1948, this stamp
features the oldest chicken breed in America,

the Light Brahma, and was the first U.S. stamp

to feature an egg. The stamp kicked off such a
period of complaints about special interest stamps
that the USPS created the Citizens Stamp Advisory
Committee (CSAC) in 1957.

Scale 100%.

Postcards at 100% scale. llustration of Sanders Court in Corbin, KY (above, unusued) and photo of Sanders Court in Asheville, NC

(below, postmarked July 14, 1950 at 8:00 PM). Message reads: “Here for few / day, leaving / today or tomorrow / Having grand time /

It's real cool here / slept under two blankets.”

SANDERS COURT AND CAFE—At junction U. S. 25, 70,
19, and 23, six miles north of Pack Square, Asheville, s
N. C. Excellent accommodations for the traveler. ‘‘Per- . 4= i
fect Sleeper’’ bedding, tile baths, steam heat, radio in \,&EE \//(\ e 4 T
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The motel rooms featured “excellent accommodations for
the traveler”: “Perfect Sleeper” bedding, tile baths, steam
heat, radio in every room, air cooled. Splendid food in

dining room. Recommended by Duncan Hines.
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Fried chicken stamps

In recent years, Japan has released “Delicious
Japan (Oishii Nippon)"” stamp sets highlighting
foods unique to a given city or region. Zangi (left),
served in Sapporo, is marinaded, light coated,

p and deep fried before being served with a spicy

' dipping sauce. Nagoya-style chicken wings (right)
are dredged in starch, twice deep-fried, and then
coatfed in a sweet soy sauce.

Colonel Sanders

In 2006, the Kentucky Fried
Chicken corporation (now
KFC) petitioned the USPS for

a stamp honoring Colonel
Sanders’ “entrepreneurial
spirit and hospitable nature
[that] made him an American
legend”.

While the company’s efforts
have not (yet) come to
fruition, a series honoring

the uniquely American mid-
century phenomena of fast
food franchises would be
interesting. Scratch and sniff2
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