2025 year‘ of the Wood Snake Early Issues Western Views of the Snake

by Fred Pritchard

Over the past 60 years countries have created philatelic products for use on greeting
cards and holiday mail celebrating the Chinese Lunar New Year which occurs on the
second New Moon after the Winter Solstice. The snake was named by the Buddha to & S5
represent the sixth year in the twelve year Chinese calendar cycle. Symbolically, snakes é‘/ CEROO \@ 400th anniversary of the island’s
are viewed very differently across cultures which is reflected in a topical collection of mopmcz discovery by European explorers.
postage stamps issued to celebrate the Year of the Snake. St. Lucia 1902 The Saint Lucia lancehead (Bothrops
caribbaeus) is an endemic pit viper only
found on this island making it a unique symbol for this
British colony. In 1965, Japan was the first to issue a stamp
honoring the Lunar New Year of the Snake but it did not
feature an image of a snake.

Snakes are featured on over 1600 stamps globally, many
to raise awareness of endangered species. Interestingly, a
snake is featured in the right hand frame of St. Lucia’s
first commemorative stamp issued in 1902 to celebrate the

Born a Wood Snake

& # HONGKONG m People born in the Year of the Snake are thought to be wise,

charming, intuative and mysterious. A second cycle of 5 Japan 1965 & \‘

items critical to life (water, wood, fire, earth and metal)  paml

overlays each of the 12 Chinese zodiac signs to create 60 The Eastern Snake Image » T ,1

unique Lunar New Year horoscopes. The 2025 element is = ~" , W
“wood” and adds bold, enthusiastic and imaginative The snake is a highly respected symbol in Chinese culture representing AAD .Ir Q’-l _‘

qualities to “Snake babies”. Wood is represented by the  intelligence, charm and mystery. Most images used on Year of the Snake stamps

color green which means growth. from the Far East depict a colorful, non-threatening creature, often coiled. Isle of Man 2001

St. Patrick chasing the snakes out of Ireland
Since snakes shed their skin, the Year of the Snake brings
times of transformation. However, the wood element
predicts such change will enhance stability and creativity
Hong Kong 1977 in the world, a hopeful forecast.

In cultures outside of the Far East, the snake often symbolizes evil
and treachery most famously as the temptor of Adam and Eve in
the Biblical story set in the Garden of Eden. Images of snakes on
stamps celebrating Chinese New Year from these counteries are
often fierce and threatening.
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Canada and the United States chose artistic images that are a hybrid of Eastern
and Western perspectives and reflecting the diverse heritage of their citizens.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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The Year of the Snake

Hong Kong 1989 Souvenir Sheet fred@brantabioscience.com



