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| started my journey as a Boy Scout at age 11 in 1975.
| had the goal of becoming an Eagle Scout. That goal
was 24 long merit badges away from becoming a
reality. Some of the badges were required. Others
were at your own option depending on your
interests. The list of badges was extensive - 125 to
select from. The most in the history of the Boy
Scouts. | started to collect stamps in 1972 with the
love and support of my parents. It made perfect
sense that Stamp Collecting would be the first merit
badge | decided to earn. Some of my first stamps in
my collection were stamps commemorating the Boy
Scouts.

The Boy Scouts were originally for boys from 11 to
14 or 15 years of age, that aimed to develop in them
good citizenship, chivalrous behavior, and skills in
various outdoor activities. The Boy Scout movement
was founded in Great Britain in 1908 by Lord Baden-
Powell. In the United States, Boy Scout troops were
forming in 1910. The highest honor a United States
Boy Scout can earn is the rank of Eagle Scout. 2.7
million Scouts have earned that rank, which is only
about 6% of all who enter Scouting. In 2018, girls
were allowed to enter the Scout program and earn
the Eagle Scout rank as well.

There have been over 1,500 Boy and Girl Scout
stamps issues by over 100 different countries. The
first stamp issued in the United States was in 1950.
A second stamp was issued in 1960 to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Boy Scouts and a third in
2010 on the Centennial anniversary. This Stamp
Collector ended up earning 40 merit badges,
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in 1977 and enjoys
collecting stamps to this day
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50" anniversary stamp of the Boy Scouts- 1960

100th anniversary stamp of the Boy Scouts - 2010
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