
On January 1st, 1934 The Murder on the Orient Express was published. This mystery novel written by the star of suspense, Agatha 

Christie, quickly gained a cult following, inspiring numerous film adaptations and feeding the imaginations of travelers for nearly a 

century.  Printed by Royal Mail on September 15, 2016- Image true to its size  

The Orient Express a luxurious long-distance passenger train service, was established in 1883 by the Belgian 

company Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits. On October 4th, 1883, the train left embarked on its 

maiden journey from Paris to Constantinople with forty passengers, completing the round trip in seven 

days. This inaugural trip revolutionized European geography and redefined long-distance travel. Designed 

for exclusivity and comfort, the Orient Express set new standards for luxury, with meticulous attention to 

detail that was considered extraordinary. The train's opulent design was akin to a palace, and formal attire 

was required for dinner, reflecting the era's emphasis on elegance. This period, known as the 'Belle 

Époque' (Beautiful Era), saw the Orient Express become a symbol of the luxury and refinement of the gold-

en age of railway travel. 

This train with its sleeping cars revolutionized the world of transport both in 

terms of speed, but also in terms of comfort and safety of all the trains created. 

The train journey reduced the travel time exceeding 2 months drastically and 

made it possible to connect the Europe with Asia continents with a 80 hour ride. 

Starting from Paris, visiting Strasbourg, Munich, Vienna, Budapest, Bucharest 

and ending at Istanbul, Orient Express became a bridge between East and West, 

a true link between a diversity of territories and cultures.   

Istanbul as it became known in English by the 1930s, remained the easternmost 

stop until 19 May 1977. The eastern terminus was the Sirkeci Terminal by 

the Golden Horn, where ferry services would transport passengers across 

the Bosphorus to Haydarpaşa Terminal, the terminus of the Asian lines of 

the Ottoman Railways.  
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Built an interest on philately during the pandemic.  

Focus areas are; stamps of Türkiye, especially the revenue stamps.  

Railway carrier stamp correspondence departing 

from Istanbul was subject to an extra charge, 

marked by the imprint of a label that were affixed 

to Turkish stamps or those of the Levantine offices 

of Germany or Great Britain. 

Not long ago, Accor the French hospitality company an-

nounced that the Orient Express will be back on service by 

mid 2026, as part of their luxury experiences concept. This 

stamp of the train, on left, was released in 2023 by La 

Poste, France, for the 140th anniversary of the first ride 

with the train, capturing it on the move with the silhou-

ettes of the Eifel Tower, Paris and the Hagia Sophia 

(“Ayasofya”), Istanbul.   

On May 20th, 1977 the Orient-Express made its last direct trip between Paris and Istanbul, 

and was cut back further in 1991 to Budapest, then in 2001 to Vienna, before departing for 

the last time from Paris on June 8, 2007. The development of the air travel market at the end 

of the 20th century and the high– speed trains was a blow to the Compagnie Internationale 

des Wagons-Lits, who was forced to sell some of its cars at auction.   

1885 Cargo Stamps—Image true 

to its size.   

Postcard capturing Sirkeci Terminal, the eastern terminus of Orient Express.  Image true 

to its size. 

The Orient Express held great importance in international relations. The train, which passed through many coun-

tries from Paris to Istanbul, was significant both for the cargo it carried and the people it transported. The Treaty 

of Versailles, between the Allied Powers and Germany at the end of World War I, was signed in the 2419 D num-

bered wagon of the Orient Express, giving this wagon a significant place in history. This treaty was Germany’s sur-

render agreement. The harsh conditions of the treaty led Germany to the Nazi regime and dragged the whole 

world into a second war. And the wagon, which France placed in a museum after the war, was not forgotten by 

Hitler. During World War II, Hitler, who occupied France, demanded the removal of the 2419 numbered wagon 

from the museum and ensured that France’s surrender agreement was signed in this wagon, taking it to Germany. 

Later, after being defeated by Russia, Hitler had the wagon burned to prevent Germany’s surrender agreement 

from being signed in the 2419 D numbered wagon once again. 

The Orient Express, also left a mark in the history of the Republic of Türkiye. In the last period of the Ottoman Empire, this train, contributed to 

Istanbul, the capital, gaining a new form. While Istanbul received its share of the luxury understanding of the Orient Express, the train also car-

ried one of the revolutions realized in the Republic of Türkiye from Paris to Istanbul. After the Hat Law on November 25, 1925, introduced the 

use of Western style hats instead of the fez, the Orient Express carried boxes of hats representing the western style attire from Paris to Türkiye. 

Poster advertising the winter 1888–1889 timetable  

Last Journey of Orient Express—Image: reduced %58 in size  Image: reduced 70% in size. 
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