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As topical collectors, we don’t often think of collecting areas of modern (in philatelic terms the 1970s are modern) topics like rock bands 

but we should. So, let’s look at Rush, the iconic Canadian rock band, as an example.  Modern topics are usually not hard to complete as 

there are not all that many stamps but they can be a bit of a challenge to find as dealers don’t always carry these stamps. A Rush 

collection can be completed after getting the Canada Scott 2655 (Fig. 2), the Canada #2655b (Fig. 1), Canada #2657a (Fig. 3), and lastly 

at least one very cool FDC cachet for #2655b (Fig. 4, FDC). 

 

Did You Know that Getty Lee, the lead singer of 

Rush was a lifelong stamp collector?  

(https://greatermoundcity.org/did-you-know/). 

 

Other Rock bands to collect: 
Beatles, Queen, Rolling Stones, U2, Pink Floyd, Fleetwood 

Mac, Eagles, Bob Marley, and Kiss. 

 

 
Figure 2. Canada Scott #2655, 

souvenir sheet 

 
Figure 3. Canada #2657a, 

self-adhesive booklet 

Figure 4. Canada 2655b, 

First Day Cover 

The Band 
Rush has left an indelible mark on music history.  The band was 

formed in Toronto, Canada in 1968 (Fig. 5).  Rush primarily 

consisted of three extraordinary musicians: 

➢ Geddy Lee: bass guitarist, 

keyboards, and vocals. 

His distinctive high-
pitched voice became 

synonymous with Rush’s 

sound. 
➢ Alex Lifeson: guitarist, 

contributed to the band’s 

intricate compositions and 

brought his unique guitar 
work to life. 

➢ Neil Peart: drummer, percussionist, and primary lyricist, was a 

literary genius. His thought-provoking lyrics drew inspiration 

from science fiction, fantasy, and philosophy. 

Early Days 

Rush initially formed with Alex Lifeson, 
drummer John Rutsey, and bass 

guitarist/vocalist Jeff Jones. However, Geddy 

Lee swiftly replaced Jeff Jones, solidifying 

the classic power trio lineup. 

Musicianship and Complexity 
Rush was known for their musicianship, 
complex compositions, and eclectic lyrical 

motifs. Their music delved into profound 

themes, making them a favorite among fans 

who appreciated depth and creativity. 

Honors 

Rush was appointed an Officer of the Order 

of Canada in 1996, making Rush the first 

rock band to receive this honor as a group. 

Albums and Success 
Rush succeeded moderately with their second 
album, Fly by Night (1975). Their fourth 

album, 2112 (1976), reignited their 

popularity. Subsequent albums like A 

Farewell to Kings (1977), Hemispheres 
(1978), Permanent Waves (Fig. 6, 1980), 

and Moving Pictures (1981) solidified their 

place in rock history. 

 

Hall of Fame 
In 2013, Rush was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame after 14 years of 

eligibility (Fig, 7). 

 

 
Retirement and Legacy 
After a decades-long and successfully 

remarkable career, Rush performed their last 
concerts in 2015. Neil Peart’s passing in 2020 

marked the end of an era. 

 

Figure 6. Permanent Waves, 

(1980) 

Figure 7. Rock Hall of Fame Induction 
(2013) 

Figure 5. Rush, 

(L to R, Lee, Peart, Lifeson,  

circa 1970s) 

 

Figure 1. Canada Scott 

#2655b, single 
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