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The expedition originated at an Indian 
agency near a Northern Pacific railhead 
named for Chief Red Cloud, the Oglala 
Sioux chief who led the resistance in the 
Indian wars at Powder River hunting 
grounds where the U.S. Army was defeated.
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On hearing of the interesting dinosaur fossil 
samples in the Dakotas, he decided to explore 
the area in November of 1874. His move to the 
Wyoming Territory badlands was accompanied 
by a full entourage of wagons and a number of 
hired hands to do the heavy lifting and digging.

One of the most renown of the old dinosaur 
hunters was Prof. Othniel Charles Marsh, a 
professor of paleontology at Yale College in 
New Haven, Connecticut. Marsh explored 
many western sites with mixed results after 
receiving various geologic reports and maps.
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Prof. Marsh befriended Chief 
Red Cloud and visited the 
Sioux encampment where he 
was appalled at the state of 
the supplies provided to the 
tribe. On his return east, he 
disputed the state of supplies 
with President Grant and got 
better goods for the tribe.
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Letter addressed to Professor O.C. Marsh, New Haven, Connecticut
 from the Red Cloud Indian Agency No. 2, 25 June 1875

(Discussed status of dig and indian problems.)
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