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As a graduate of Istanbul University Law Faculty, the Beyazit location (“Central Building”), where the faculty is housed, holds a special place in my
heart. The building was originally constructed to serve as the Ministry of War (“Serasker’s Office”) during the late Ottoman Empire and was hand-
ed over to Istanbul University on September 12, 1923.

The roots of Istanbul University date back to the conquest of Constantinople (“Istanbul”) by Sultan Mehmed Il in 1453, who established the first
madrasah (“Medrese”), laying the foundation for future educational institutions. Dartlfiinun, meaning "House of Sciences," was the first modern
university established in the Ottoman Empire and played a crucial role in the development of Turkish higher education and contributed to the
modernization of the Empire. The first formal law school, Muallimhane-i Niivvab, was established here in 1855, followed by Mekteb-i Hukuk-i
Sultanf in 1874. Mekteb-i Hukuk-1 Sdhane, established on November 7, 1878, eventually evolved into the modern Faculty of Law as the first Law
Faculty in the country, officially established in 1933 .

The iconic Beyazit Gate constructed in 1864, serves as the main entrance to the campus and is a prominent feature of Beyazit Square, standing as
a testament to the rich history and cultural heritage of Istanbul University. The inscription on the gate is in Ottoman Turkish and reads as follows:
Right side text: "Indeed, We have given you a clear conquest." Center text: "Department of Military Affairs" Left side text: "And may Allah help
you with a mighty victory." At the top is the tughra of Sultan Abdiilaziz.

The gate also features a prominent clock at the top center of its left arch. On the left-hand side of the gate is the (“Universite ”) post office, and
on the right-hand side of the gate the Beyazit Fire Tower. The tower was vital for spotting smoke as the first sign of a fire, which was crucial at the
time since Istanbul was a city mostly built with wooden houses, making fire the number one disaster. The fire tower still stands the test of time
yet the post office branch operated on the campus from the early 20th century was relocated to Fatih in the early 2000s, where it still operates as
the "Universite" branch.
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