The Final Grand Army of the Republic Encampment

By Michael Downs

The very first National Encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republic was held in
B o Indianapolis, Indiana in 1866 after it was
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Taasapeli, Ncsber 70, 10 1 organization for the veterans of the army
and navy who fought in the Civil War, 1861
thru 1865. Over the years it grew into a
very powerful political organization that
protected the fundamental rights of the
Civil War veterans. However, over the years
its membership slowly passed away until by
1949 there were a mere handful of soldiers
from the Civil War era still alive. Making a
conscientious decision not to allow
veterans of other conflicts to become
members the organization decided instead
to pass from the scene when the last
member was laid to rest. This program
souvenir is signed by several dignitaries including the Governor of Indiana Henry Schricker, the Mayor of
.Indianapolis Al Feeney and the Postmaster General Jessie M. Donaldson. The cachet was designed by Art
Craft and shows the War Memorial in downtown Indianapolis and the G.A.R. membership badge. The
G.A.R. stamp was issued on August 29", 1949, the second day of the encampment and the speaker at
the program was the Assistant Postmaster General Joseph J. Lawler. The stamp was designed by Charles
R. Chickering of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and depicts a young soldier going off to war and
the aging veteran facing eternity. The stamp itself was printed using the rotary process in red and issued
in sheets of fifty and is Scott #985.
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This is a First Day Cover of the Grand Army of SN et SRR
the Republic stamp with the cachet designed by
the Ladies of the G.A.R. It is unique in that the
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