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It was on May 18, 1981, that the United States Postal Service broke an eight-year-old
custom by issuing a coil stamp with its own unique design picturing a surrey from the
1890s. The first of the Transportation Series, Scott number 1897 was a 1907 Surrey (at left)

issued with an 18¢ denomination. The 18¢ stamp was followed by thirteen additional
coil stamps in various denominations from 1¢ to 20¢ and included eight Bureau Issue
precancel coil stamps. Never before had so many fractional cent values been issued for
rates of third-class and quantity-discount mail, than with this stamp issue. The 1981-84
Transportation Series would be the first of many stamps in the series over the next nine
years.

Never before the Transportation issue had so many fractional cent value stamps been issued.
These fractional values matched the rates for various categories of third-class and
quantity-discount mail. The first fractional value in this series was the Bulk Rate 9.3¢ 1880s
Mail Wagon (at left) issued December 15, 1981.

As mentioned previously, the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing
(known as the Bureau)
precanceled eight issues of these
stamps. The precanceled stamps
had lines only, with or without
Service Inscriptions.

This is just the beginning of the U.S. Transportation Series. In addition to the 1981-84 issues, there are the
1985-89, 1986-90, and 1987-95 issues rounding out the series. Varieties are numerous but you are the Topical
Collector. You collect what you want. This topic affords the collector with mint and/or used stamps. The U.S.
Transportation Issues are a fun topic to collect.
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