
Wool can come from other 
animals including bison, 
llamas, and alpacas. Some 
yarns are blends from 
different animals.
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Wool has been a staple for clothing for 
centuries. The Merino breed of sheep wAS 
established in Spain in the Middle Ages, 
eventually spreading to around the world 
including Australia and New Zealand. 
These countries take great pride in their 
wool industry as seen in their stamps.

Sheep grazed under the 
protection of shepherds.

Farmers shear the 
wool off with clippers 
then ship the fleece to 
be processed. 

The fleece is washed and cleaned, carded 
(combed) to align fibers, then spinned. A 
traditional spinning wheel like in this Canadian 
stamp is still used by hobbyists, but spinning is 
done by machines today.

Wool is spun into yarn in spindles. 
Many spindles are fed into 
machines to be woven into cloth. 
Bolts of cloth are shipped to 
factories or to end consumers.

The final cloth is sewn into 
clothing. Wool fabric is still 
popular for it’s breathability 
and luxury feel.


