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Lemurs, our distant primate
relatives, live only on Madagascar. Mongoose Lemur (Eulemur mongoz)

o First classified by Carl Linnaeus in 1758 : : | REPOBLIKA MALA

» Recognize approximately 70 to 100 DUKE LMUR CENTER ‘

o Lives in dry, deciduous forest of northwestern Madagascar with
six-month dry season (limited to no rainfall

o Cathemeral (active both day and night) all year; more active in cooler
nighttime May through November (dry, hot season)

e Classified as critically endangered in 2020

e DLC conservation breeding program, in partnership with other accredit-
ed institutions nationwide, is critical to the long-term survival of this
highly threatened species.

species and subspecies today

» Most critically endangered group of
mammals from hunting; habitat loss/
fragmentation; slash-&-burn agriculture;
illegal logging/mining; natural disasters

Duke University founded the
Duke Lemur Center (DLC) in 1966
to study lemur biology, conserva-
tion, evolution, and paleontology.

Gray Mouse Lemur (Microcebus murinus)

e Only three inches tall - smallest lemur at the DLC;
second smallest lemur in Madagascar; one of the
most widespread & abundant lemur species
Some of the smartest & fastest animals at DLC
Helping with non-invasive research projects, including
Alzheimer’s and other memory diseases

e One of the only breeding colonies of gray mouse lemurs
in North America

e Occupies 100 acres on campus in Durham, North Carolina

e Houses over 200 animals from 12 species, the most diverse
population of lemurs outside of their native Madagascar

o Conducts non-invasive research on campus & in Madagascar

»  Welcomes visitors May - September (reservations required)
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Current DLC Residents

Aye-Aye (Daubentonia madagascariensis)
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* Strangest primate in the world | Coquerel’s Sifaka (Propithecus coquereli)
& largest nocturnal primate ]

» Incisors grow continuously
(unique among primates)
o Extremely large ears
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Delicate leaf-eaters from the dry northwestern forests
Distinguished from other lemurs by their vertical clinging

i - Ring-tailed Lemur (Lemur catta and leaping mode of locomotion through trees
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Cross treeless areas by bipedal sideways hopping
Malagasy name ‘sifaka’ comes from the distinct call this
animal makes as it travels through the trees: “shif-auk”
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Ruffed Lemurs (Varecia variegata variegata)
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Accreditation

Only organization in the world accredited by both
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and REPOBLIKA DEMOKRATIKA MALAGASY
American Association for Accreditation of Laboratory
Animal Care International (AAALAC International).
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e Most intensely studied, easily recognizable species & common Accreditation by AZA means DLC meets the highest
primate in human care standards for animal welfare, health, and nutrition. Assessed
e Widely distributed in dry forests of southwestern Madagascar, every five years. In 2021, DLC received a rare perfect score.
shrinking at an alarming rate posTES 1988 250FMG ARrIARY 50
 Lives in wet, chilly tropical rain forest canopy of east * Because of the large number of L. catta in human care, its Also accredited every three years by the AAALAC.
Madagascar Species Survival Plan requires only a few breeding pairs e_ach Means DLC meets the highest standards for animal welfare,
year; DLC can allocate limited breeding space to rarer species health, and nutrition for animals used in research.

e Among the largest living lemurs & pollinators
« Highly vocal; calls can be heard up to a half-mile away



