California's Ancient Giants
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The preservation of California's ancient trees began during the Gold Rush era, when rampant logging
threatened these towering giants. Standing as the world's tallest and largest trees by volume, coastal
redwoods and giant sequoias can live over 3,000 years, reaching heights above 350 feet and
diameters over 30 feet. In the 1850s, pioneers like John Muir began advocating for their protection,
recognizing both their majesty and vulnerability. Today, these ancient conifers persist in California's
foggy coastal forests and Sierra Nevada mountains, creating unique ecosystems and storing massive
amounts of carbon, though they face mounting challenges from climate change and wildfires.
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