Birds & Blooms

Megan L. Moyer

Ornithology and botany share a deeply intertwined relationship in ecological systems, as birds play crucial

roles in plant reproduction and distribution while simultaneously depending

on plants for their survival. Birds

serve as important pollinators for many plant species, transferring pollen between flowers during their
nectar-feeding activities, much like bees and butterflies. They also act as essential seed dispersers,
consuming fruits and berries and spreading the undigested seeds across wide geographical areas through
their droppings, helping to maintain plant genetic diversity and colonize new territories. Additionally, many
bird species rely on plants not only for food but also for nesting materials and shelter, using twigs, leaves,

and plant fibers to construct their nests and seeking protection among bran
these bird-plant interactions is crucial for conservation efforts, as changes i
can create ripple effects throughout entire ecosystems.
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