A Philatelic Adventure from the Bargain Table: Mississippi Statehood Cover

By Deborah Lee
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contents were discovered at such a table and selected for purchase because of the Mississippi
themed stamp. The philatelic adventure began as more was discovered about this particular

cover and its contents.

Mr. Peter G. Peterson, President
Bell & Howell Company

7100 McCormick Road

Lincolnwood, Illinois 60645

Marg First Day Cover with 1967 Mississippi Statehood Stamp (Scott #1337)

This is a Marg cover. Marg
covers were created by Edmund
J. Shea of Shea Advertising for
commercial clients. Marg covers
often featured a letter inside that
provided information about the
stamp, and sometimes
promotional content related to the
client’s business. The contents of
this cover, however, yielded a
surprising discovery. The cover
contained a Christmas card that
had also been postmarked with the
first day of release for the 1967
traditional Christmas stamp.

The cover stamp (Scott #1337) depicts the Magnolia blossom (the Mississippi state flower and tree) and was issued
December 11, 1967 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Mississippi statehood. The stamp was designed by
Vicksburg artist Andrew Bucci. The first day of issue postmark is from Natchez, the first capital of the Mississippi
Territory. The Marg cachet includes an image of a shallow-draft paddle wheel boat that is often referred to as a
Mississippi Steamboat.

)
N
.

S

MEMLING - NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Wishing You
A
Very Happy
Holiday

D panC

THOMAS F. HART
Vice President

Coatings Intermediates Division
UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION



