
A Philatelic Adventure from the Bargain Table: Mississippi Statehood Cover 

By Deborah Lee 

At most stamp shows, the lure of the bargain table can be irresistible. This cover and its     

contents were discovered at such a table and selected for purchase because of the Mississippi 

themed stamp.  The philatelic adventure began as more was discovered about this particular 

cover and its contents.  

Marg First Day Cover with 1967 Mississippi Statehood Stamp (Scott #1337) 

Christmas card insert with first day cancellation of the 1967 

Christmas issue. (Scott #1336) 

This is a Marg cover.  Marg       

covers were created by  Edmund 

J. Shea of Shea  Advertising for 

commercial clients. Marg covers 

often featured a letter inside that 

provided information about the 

stamp, and sometimes              

promotional content related to the 

client’s business.  The  contents of 

this cover, however, yielded a  

surprising discovery.  The cover         

contained a Christmas card that 

had also been postmarked with the 

first day of release for the 1967 

traditional Christmas stamp.  

The cover stamp  (Scott #1337) depicts the Magnolia blossom (the Mississippi state flower and tree) and was issued    

December 11, 1967 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Mississippi statehood. The stamp was designed by     

Vicksburg artist Andrew Bucci. The first day of issue postmark is from Natchez, the first capital of the Mississippi       

Territory. The Marg cachet includes an image of a shallow-draft paddle wheel boat that is often referred to as a            

Mississippi Steamboat.  

The Christmas card insert has a 1967 stamp (Scott #1336) that was issued for Christmas that year by the United States 

Postal Service. A slightly larger version of the 1966 Christmas stamp, both include the painting “Madonna and Child With 

Angel” by Flemish artist Hans Memling.  The postmark reflects the first day of issue, November 6, 1967 and was       

postmarked in Bethlehem, Georgia. 

Discovering this unique piece is not only a collector’s delight but also serves as a reminder of the treasures that can be 

discovered in unexpected places! 


