
Philatelic Fine Print
The Tiny Details That Matter

 
Often, when selecting philatelic elements for a topical or thematic collection, the topical element that 
qualifies the stamp for selection is not easily recognizable. In a collection of stamps related to the 
petroleum industry, the element should be visible to the naked eye to clearly qualify them for acceptance.

Webster defines the term “naked eye” as “unassisted vision, without a telescope, microscope, or 
other device, excluding corrective lenses or standard magnifying glass.
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Congo, 1960 - 10 Years Commission 
for technical cooperation in Africa

DERRICK

SPHEROID

Taiwan, 1981 – Information Week

OFFSHORE 
RIG

Azerbaijan, 1992 – Environmental 
Protection (never officially issued)

“OIL”

USA, 1940 - 50th Anniversary 
of Wyoming Statehood

REFINERY

PRC, 1965 – Women Workers

OIL DRUMS

British Antarctic Territory, 1982 – 150th 
Anniversary, Royal Geographical Society

ASPHALT

Czechoslovakia, 1971 – International
Pharmaceutical Congress

TANK TRUCK

Afars & Issas, 1972 – New Djibouti Harbour

St. Lucia, 1986 – Queen Elizabeth 
60th Birthday

“TEXACO”
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