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The Antigua barroque style took place in the Kingdom of Guatemala, now Antigua Guatemala, during the Spanish colonial period from 1524 until 1821. In the XVIII century, it reached such a high-quality level that
made it famous in the region. This exhibit seeks to show the range of scultures from Guatemala that still survive and which importance continues to increase among the locals, to the point that they have become

turistic attractions and they are celebrated on stamps.

This style is known for its display of abundant decorations and use of complex poses and figures. It developed an art school
comparable to the ones in Quito and Lima. The sculptures were part of the tools used to spread Christianity to the local indigenous

people in the new continent.

The first artists came from Spain but little by little, local indigenous learned the trade and with that, native and precolumbian
influences were introduced, such as the depiction of the landscape, skin and eye colors, height, and other physical attributes. One
can see it clearly in all the altar pieces in barroque style that still survive throughout the region.

1978 6-cent stamp - Our Lady of the Rosary: It was cast in silver
in 1580. This statue of Mary is an indigenous woman while baby
Jesus is a white boy. This is believed to be intentional as a way to
relate the concept of motherhood/raising the new white arrivals
and the land they were traying to colonize. Statues like this
illustrated the “mestizaje”, the mix of cultures and races that made
the Antigua school stand out from other colonial cities.
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Although it pre-dates the Catholic practice of praying the rosary,
“TUTEETT 0 this representation of Mary is the patron of all Guatemala.

Y"‘fxq

pe. T

Bavesens

§N 1917-18,

los tervemotos hicieron colapsar la
cipula 5 las torres de los

la tarea de reconstruccién

estuvo a cargo del Arquitecto
Guido Albani, constructor italiano
especialista en cemento armado; y
después de su fallecimiento se
encomendé la construccién del
frontispicio y las nuevas torres al
Ing. Juan Domergue.
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2015 Saint Sebastian souvenir sheet - Metropolitan Cathedral: Sculpted by Juan de
Chavez in the XVII century. It is a prime example of the Antigua barroque style as it
expresses vividly in every detail the suffering not only in the facial expressions but
also in the posture.

1978 Virgin of Sorrows procession
souvenir sheet: Most of the statues
from colonial times are taken out in a
solemn parades called “procesiones”
such as the one shown here in what is
now Antigua Guatemala.

%P

mMana Santa en Guatemala A '

‘ Para el pueblo Guatemalteco, la Semana Sente

implica un periodo de hondo sentir popular,

de recogimiento espiritual y de realizaciones m
colectlvas del culto catglico.

.. e

1978 30-cent stamp - La Pieta

This is a XVIII-century sculpture by Vicente

Espaiia of Jesus and the Virgin Mary at
Mount Golgotha after he is taken down
from the cross and is given to his mother,
a subject in art known as the Pieta.

Famous poet José Marti described it in his
work“Social Chronicles™ as if Mary
“incites you to cry: she also cries.”

1977 4-cent stamp - Jesus of Nazareth carrying the
cross: This particular statue is one of the most important
as it is considered the first barroque statue created in
Guatemala. It has served for hundreds of years as
inspiration for how other images of Jesus should look like.

It was culpted by Mateo de Zuiiiga and Joseph de la Cerda
between 1654 y 1655. The posture, the tilted head, and
the facial expressions are a great example of a grand
barroque artwork. In 1717, it was the first image in the
Americas to receive the title of “consacrated” due to the
importance people placed on this image.
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2007 20-cent stamp - The Nativity Scene from the
Metropolitan Cathedral:

In the mid 1600s, Saint Pedro de Bethancourt introduced
the practice in Guatemala of having a nativity scene in
churches and homes during the Christmas season.

The three statues are from the XVII century and are rich in

details. The posture of Mary and Joseph are of surprise;

they are kneeled and with open arms. Their faces look down to Jesus with
an expression of happines. Their clothes are decorated in gold and floral red
patterns. Jesus lays down but in a position that looks like he is moving. His
arms are up and open and his right hand looks like he offering a blessing.

2014 20-cent stamp - Jesus de WO
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It is believed that it was Bishop &
Francisco Marroquin who 90
commissioned Juan de Aguirre in 1563
to sculpt this statue of Jesus of
Nazareth.
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The statue stands out from others
because its green eyes, his head looking
down and towards the front, and the
dark skin that represents the mix of
races in the new continent.
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