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Istanbul Fair, 1949, Vignettes Size reduced 45%

In the aftermath of World War 11, Tiirkiye, though not directly involved in the conflict, faced economic challenges due
to its geographical location and reliance on tourism. The country had to maintain a large military to defend its borders,
which strained its resources. Additionally, trade disruptions and blockades affected the economy. However, there was
light at the end of the tunnel. The success of Turkish wrestlers in the 8th World Olympics and the European Wrestling
Championship inspired Tiirkiye to host the 1949 European Wrestling Championship in Istanbul. Despite Istanbul's sta-
tus as a center of attraction, it lacked the necessary facilities to host such events. Consequently, the foundation of the
Istanbul Sports and Exhibition Palace was laid. The project and the event were successful. In October 1949, the venue
hosted the Istanbul International Commerce and Industry Fair, signaling the beginning of a new era. Over the ensuing
years, this colossal hall within the Istanbul Sports and Exhibition Centre witnessed an array of national and internation-
al competitions, ranging from basketball and volleyball to handball and wrestling. It served as the stage for boxing,
weightlifting, ice hockey, ice skating, dance, circus shows, fairs, grand concerts, meetings, and exhibitions, becoming
Tiirkiye’s premier indoor sports and exhibition hall.

1949 fair attracted nearly 700,000 visitors and showcased a blend of commercial, touristic, and cultural features. These
included products and innovations from various industries, such as textiles, machinery, and consumer goods. Touristic
displays promoted Tiirkiye's rich cultural heritage and tourist attractions, aiming to boost tourism. Exhibits showcased
traditional Turkish arts, crafts, and performances, reflecting the country's cultural diversity. An amusement park built
for the fair provided entertainment throughout the event, attracting people to see the displayed exhibits of state institu-
tions and private companies.

The exhibition was a resounding success, and many more have been held since then. However, this exhibit holds a spe-
cial place as the first of many hosted at the venue, which is known today as the Istanbul Liitfi Kirdar International Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre (ICEC).
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Istanbul Fair, 1949, 3 stamps printed
in 3 different colors and face values
with the same design of the exhibi-

tion centre. SC# TR 1000, 1001,
1002. Size reduced 28%

Galip Dede Cad., No. 51
Beyoglu — istanbul

Istanbul Fair, 1949, FDCs. Size reduced 26%
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1949 Istanbul Fair, Souvenir Sheet with October 2, 1949
cancelation mark Size reduced 34%
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https://www.icec.org/en/homepage/
https://instagram.com/behindthephilately?igshid=NGVhN2U2NjQ0Yg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr

