
Marcophilatelic Impressions of Kerala's Iconic Art Kathakali 
Kathakali, the vibrant classical dance-drama of Kerala, India, has been a captivating theme in philately, reflecting its rich cultural heritage and artistic allure. Kathakali, 

renowned for its elaborate costumes, intricate makeup, and dramatic storytelling through dance and music, has inspired the creation of stamps and philatelic materials 

worldwide. These stamps often depict iconic Kathakali characters, such as gods, goddesses, heroes, and demons, showcasing the elaborate costumes, distinct makeup styles, 

and expressive gestures that define this art form. 
 

 

Permanent Pictorial Cancellation of the Trivandrum Philatelic 

Bureau was introduced on 1-1-1979 depiciting a Kathakali face 

mask. This cancellation made on a special cover with a Kathakali 

themed stamp of Vallathol Narayanamenon  on the First Day of Issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original MAIL ORDER FORM released during KERAPEX-76, This was 

used as a Philatelic Passport which had the Special Covers’ details of 

Cachet and Cancellation of all the four days. Cancellation of Kathakali 
on the third day of KERAPEX 29-02-1976; which was a leapday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Day Cancellation for the Stamp released with Kathakali 

theme of Vallathol Narayanamenon who is credited with revitalising 

Kathakali. He played a prominent role in setting up the Kerala 

Kalamandalam at Cheruthuruthy; which is now a Deemed to be 

University teaching Kathakali and other arts. 

CROPPED IMAGE of a privately designed cover shows the Hanuman 
Vesham oftenly referred as VELLATHAADI (White Beard) vesham 

Vesham Permanent Pictorial 
Cancellation of 

Cheruthuruthy SO 679531 where 
Kerala Kalamandalam is situated; 

 

 

 

 
The Cancellation was made with 
the above logo of the Club which 
shows the Kathakali face and a 

Vilakku(lamp).  
Special Cancellation on the SPECIAL COVER issued by 

INDIAPOST  on 06.01.2020  to commemorate Silver Jubilee Year of 

PATHANAMTHITTA KATHAKALI CLUB. 
 

In essence, Marco Philatelic impression on Kathakali is made as an artistic, educational, and cultural exploration, turning marco philatelic cancellations into a canvas for 

celebrating the important aspect of India’s performing arts heritage. 
CROPPED IMAGES are in 

GREEN Bordered Boxes 
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